Graz Declaration on language education 2010
“Quality education for plurilingual people livingin
multilingual societies”

Background

Preamble

multicultural classrooms, compatibility of educational systems and qualifications, mobile media, etc. They call for
the urgent development and implementation of new approaches to education in general and language education
in particular (policy-making, teacher education, learning, teaching, and assessment). A new education concept is
needed to meet the needs of plurilingual people living in multilingual societies — people capable of using several
languages at different levels of competence living in and contributing to an integrated society.

I. Rationale for a new concept:
1. Linguistic and cultural diversity in modern European societies is a reality and is growing — this should not be
viewed merely as an obstacle and a problem to be solved but more as an asset and a potential benefit

2. Social cohesion, intercultural dialogue, and democratic citizenship together with economic prosperity re-
present important aims in building a more humane and inclusive Europe

3. Unrestricted and fair lifelong access to good quality education is a fundamental human right and a pre-requi-
site for achieving the above aims

4. As all education uses language as its vehicle, well developed language competences constitute the necessary
basis for adequate access to good quality education
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1. Provision of a comprehensive overview of valid European and international reference points (‘organised know-
ledge’) on which to base national, regional, and local language education policies, strategies, and practices

2. Establishment of an international forum for discussion on and clarification of language education policies and
their implementation

3. Integrated approaches to language education on national, regional, and local level (policy-making, teacher
education, learning, teaching, and assessment) encompassing all languages present in education

4. Approaches aimed at overcoming compartmentalisation in education and practice of:
a) teachers of different foreign languages

b) foreign language teachers and teachers of languages as school subjects (German in Germany, Swedish in
Sweden, etc)

¢) language teachers and teachers of other subjects

www.ecml.at
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13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

New approaches for learning, teaching, and assessment in multilingual and multicultural classrooms

Further development of assessment literacy in language education
Enhanced professionalism in high-stake evaluation, assessment, and testing in all educational sectors

Development of approaches to assess plurilingual competences (focus on the user and his/her plurilingual
profile)

Reference standards for competences in languages of schooling and academic education (languages taught as
specific subjects and used across the curriculum)

European reference level descriptions for most widely taught non-European languages

Further work on mutual recognition of language qualifications, specifically in less widely taught languages and
languages for specific purposes, based upon reliable and transparent use of common reference frameworks,
such as the CEFR
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